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George Mason University’s Center for the Advancement of Public Health (CAPH) promotes health and safety initiatives at local,  
state and national levels.   Established in 1986, George Mason University’s CAPH assists organizations and individuals improve  
direct service.  Engaging university-based expertise and resources with community-oriented applications, CAPH’s applied  
strategies emphasize program development and program evaluation.   
 
The main focus of CAPH has been with youth development, with a primary emphasis on college-based initiatives.  Evaluation  
and research services focus, to a large extent, upon the traditional college-age student.  Other resources focus on youth of all  
ages,  whether directly applicable to or for program planners serving youth.    Community leaders and policy makers serve as  
another major source for which resources and strategies are provided by CAPH.   
 
Numerous projects and activities engaged in by George Mason University’s CAPH focus on selected topic areas, primarily  
surrounding substance abuse.   Specific resources and expertise are based on alcohol, tobacco, substance abuse prevention  
overall, and HIV/AIDS prevention and services.   In addition, numerous traffic safety topic areas such as young drivers, distracted  
driving, and older drivers, serve as the focus of research and product development. 

 
Since its inception, CAPH has conducted projects for numerous groups and organizations.  Among these are:  BACCHUS/GAMMA Peer Education Network, Boat People SOS, Fairfax County  
Public Schools, Inova Kellar Center, Manassas City Public Schools, Marshall University, Northern Virginia AIDS Ministry, North-American Interfraternity Conference, Shenandoah University, Sigma  
Phi Epsilon, The Century Council, U.S. Center for Substance Abuse Prevention,U.S. Department of Education, Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control, Virginia Department of Motor  
Vehicles, and Washington Regional Alcohol Program. 

CAPH has extensive professional experience with health- 
related programs and projects.  CAPH staff engage in a range  
of efforts including: 
 

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT: Direct program implementation 
and assistance 
 
STRATEGIC PLANNING: Helping organizations define and  
achieve their goals 
 
EVALUATION: Needs assessment and outcome-oriented  
evaluation through qualitative and quantitative approaches 
 
RESEARCH: Advancing knowledge through sound  
methodological research and dissemination 
 
TRAINING AND COURSES: Education for targeted audiences  
on a range of topics 

 
These efforts are used to promote healthy behaviors and to  
encourage the health of the audiences and organizations  
served by CAPH. 

With over 15 years of experience, CAPH has expertise in a  
number of health-related areas and with numerous audiences. 
 
Our areas of research include: 

ALCOHOL ABUSE AND PREVENTION 
TOBACCO USE AND PREVENTION 
IMPAIRED DRIVING 
COLLEGIATE HEALTH 
HIV/AIDS 
TRAFFIC SAFETY 

 
CAPH efforts focus on the following groups: 

COLLEGE-AGE STUDENTS 
COLLEGE AND SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS 
AT-RISK YOUTH AND GROUPS 
USERS OF HEALTH-RELATED SERVICES 
COMMUNITY LEADERS 

 
With substantial expertise and understanding of these content  
areas and audiences, CAPH is capable of conducting high-quality,  
meaningful research to improve the health of those served. 

 


